[F] For one is not permitted to buy [the citron] in the Seventh Year. 


[I:1 A] Rab and Samuel: One said, “It is Halleluyah [in one word],” and the 
other said, “It is Hallelu Yah [in two words].” 


[B] | He who says that it is two words maintains that the word may be 
divided, but it may not be erased [since the word for God, Yah, is 
consecrated]. 


[C] He who says that it is Halleluyah [in one word] permits the word to be 
blotted out [since the Yah is not written as the name of God] but does 
not allow it to be divided into two. 


[D] Now we do not know who has taken this position, and who has 
stated that one. 


[E] On the basis on what Rab has said, “I heard from my uncle 
[Hiyya], ‘If someone were to give me the Book of Psalms written 
by R. Meir, I should be prepared to blot out every appearance of 
the word, Halleluyah, in it, for he did not write the word in tending 
to sanctify [the word for God when he wrote the word, 
Halleluyah], it follows that he is the one who said, ‘It is 
Halleluyah [as one word].’” 


[F] [54a] A statement of rabbis differs [from this view of Rab’ s]. 
For R. Simeon said in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi, “The 
book of Psalms makes use of ten different expressions of praise 
[for God]: Fortunate, victory, melody, song, psalm, instruction, 
joy, thanksgiving, prayer, blessing. 


[G] “The greatest of all is Halleluyah, because it encompasses the 
divine Name and praise simultaneously. [Hence, Yah, in the 
word Halleluyah, stands for the divine Name.]” 


[I:2 A] R. Zeira asked before R. Abbahu, “What do we answer after the one 
who recites the Halle! psalms?” 


[B] R. Abba of Kipa before R. Jonah, “Answer thus and so [as Scripture 
specifies].” 


[C] R. Eleazar did not respond thus and so. 


[D] Rab in the name of R. Abba bar Hanah in the name of Rab: “And 
that rule [as to replying] applies to him who responded by reciting 
the opening sentence of each paragraph.” 


[E] R. Zeira asked, “And what are these opening sentences?” 


